
CIS Advisory Committee Meeting 

Minutes 

October 12, 2017 

6:00 PM A-1228 

 

Adam called the meeting to order at 6:09PM after refreshments 

1. Introductions 

Present: David Klick, RJ McGarry, Dave Kornfeind, Mike Ebner, Adam Larsen, Joanne Kantner, 

Federico Bassetti, Bill Nicklas, Jim Sager, Matt Feuerborn, Vickie Klick, Paul Gullman 

2. Approve minutes from spring meeting 

Matt reported that Redshelf has been piloted in a couple of organizations on campus (business 

and criminal justice). There were some issues to work through, but it has contributed to 

improved student engagement and follow-through. CIS101 is the most likely application for 

Redshelf in the department; one challenge is toggling between the e-text and the application. 

Several options are available (such as connecting a laptop to an external monitor), including 

buying the physical text at a greatly reduced price. The advantage for using Redshelf in CIS101 is 

that the students all already have to buy an access code, and their cost will be reduced. 

Mike moved to approve, Jim seconded, all approved. 

3. State of the school 

 

Joanne reported that the college is down slightly more than 10% in enrollment for summer and 

fall 2017. The state has notified the school that they will be getting F’17 and F’18 funds; some of 

the money has been received. The college is starting some new programs. There are 20% more 

applications to the college for Spring 2018. 

 

Bill said that some of the reasons for the decline in enrollment are within the school’s control; 

others are not. Some of the external reasons particularly impact out-of-district enrollment. 

Programs are seeking creative solutions to make their curricula more attractive and increase 

both enrollment and funding. 

 

One of the problems with declining enrollment is that it is more difficult to fill sections and have 

courses run that are required to complete a degree or certificate. Joanne emphasized that the 

A.A.S. degrees need to include the material required for an entry-level position. There is 

currently no system available to track students from graduation to jobs and wage data (the state 

is building one); today, the only way to find out is to contact former students directly. A 

Kishwaukee alumni group on LinkedIn might be helpful. Bill said there will be a Kishwaukee 

alumni group on Facebook soon. Federico suggested that CIS could help students prepare their 

LinkedIn profiles. David has connected with some CIS graduates on LinkedIn already. 
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David also shared additional information on enrollment based on questions asked at the last 

meeting. The majority of students taking CIS courses are not pursuing a CIS degree or certificate. 

Other departments have dropped the requirement to take CIS 101, which has impacted 

enrollment. One of the state directives is to generally limit A.A.S. degrees to 60 semester hours; 

that work is still in progress. Joanne said they are working on a campaign for the college as a 

whole to stress the benefits of completing a degree. 

After Dana Fellows left suddenly just before the semester began, some classes were cancelled 

and other classes were taken on by adjuncts at the last minute. The position is currently still 

open, but it is unclear whether that position will be high enough priority to be filled for the next 

academic year. Adam expressed concern about the viability of the department without a second 

full-time employee. There is no one with the expertise to guide and implement the networking 
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