
Kishwaukee College 
Horticulture 

Spring 2022 Advisory Committee 
 
Meeting Date:  March 7, 2022 
Time:   12:30pm-1:30pm 
 
External Participants: 15 

Kelsey Minalga – Ball Horticulture Co.  – Production Development Manager 
Olivia Lake – Midwest Groundcovers – Purchasing Coordinator  
Chris Bausman – Crimson Valley Landscaping – General Manager 
Susan Booker – Pizzo Native Plant Nursery- Nursery Propagator 
Stephanie Pinkons – Pizzo Native Plant Nursery – Production Manager 
Tyler Smith – Tyler’s Landscaping – President 
Larry Hubbard – Pepper Creek – Owner 
Vicky Hubbard – Pepper Creek – Owner 
Jill Barczak – Blumen Gardens – Operations Manager  
Joel Barczak – Blumen Gardens – Co-owner  
Allyson Hoffmeyer – Hoffie Nursery Inc. - Vice President 
Torben Hoffmeyer – Hoffie Nursery Inc. – Sales Manager  
Meegan McCarthy – Oswego High School – Horticulture Instructor 
Matthew Fredrickson – Midwest Groundcovers – Production Manager  
Peter Samek – FTD LLC – Quality Service Representative 

 
Internal Participants: 8 

Rich Alde – Horticulture Faculty 
Jessica Berek – Associate Dean, BTE 
Chase Budziak – Dean, BTE 
Terry Lynn Funston – Director of Curriculum & Program  
Janet Gallagher – Horticulture Faculty 
Amanda Kost - Coordinator of Employment & Job Placement Servicer 

Financial that was used to acquire a Flat Filler, Germination Chamber, irrigation 
system for hanging baskets, and two dosing systems for hydroponics.  Mobile 
benching was also purchased.  These technologies will be embedded in course 
curriculum next fall after they are installed.  Equipment will be utilized in 
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