


  

 

 

 

 

The College Board
The College Board is a mission-driven not-for-proǬt organization that connects 
students to college success and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the College Board 
was created to expand access to higher education. Today, the membership 
association is made up of over 6,000 of the worldƜs leading education institutions 
and is dedicated to promoting excellence and equity in education. Each year, the 
College Board helps more than seven million students prepare for a successful 
transition to college through programs and services in college readiness and 
college successƚincluding the SAT® and the Advanced Placement Program®. 
The organization also serves the education community through research and 
advocacy on behalf of students, educators, and schools. 

For further information, visit www.collegeboard.org. 

ACCUPLACER Reading
Sample Questions
The next-generation ACCUPLACER® Reading test is a broad-spectrum computer 
adaptive assessment of test-takersƜ developed ability to derive meaning from 
a range of prose texts and to determine the meaning of words and phrases in 
short and extended contexts. Passages on the test cover a range of content 
areas (including literature and literary nonǬction, careers/history/social studies, 
humanities, and science), writing modes (informative/explanatory, argument, 
and narrative), and complexities (relatively easy to very challenging). Both 
single and paired passages are included. The test pool includes both authentic 
texts (previously published passages excerpted or minimally adapted from 
their published form) and commissioned texts (written speciǬcally for the test). 
Questions are multiple choice in format and appear as both discrete (stand-alone) 
questions and as parts of sets of questions built around a common passage or 
passages. Four broad knowledge and skill categories are assessed: 
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Information and Ideas (reading closely, determining central ideas and  
themes, summarizing, understanding relationships)  

Rhetoric (analyzing word choice rhetorically, analyzing text structure,  
analyzing point of view, analyzing purpose, analyzing arguments)  

Synthesis (analyzing multiple texts) 

Vocabulary 
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Answer Key  

1. B 

2. A 

3. D 

4. D 

5. B 

6. D 

7. A 

8. B 

9. C 

10. D 

11. D 

12. B 

13. C 

14. A 

15. A 

16. B 

17. D 

18. B 

19. C 

20. D 

ACCUPLACER Sample Questions 
Reading 7 © 2016 The College Board 



 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

  

   
  

Rationales 

1.  Choice B is the best answer. Sentence 1 notes that in the ƞlandscape,Ɵ ƞonly 
a few very old, weathered houses seemed to belongƟ; by contrast, the PlayersƜ 
houses seemed ƞweightless,Ɵ ƞimpermanent,Ɵ and ƞmisplaced,Ɵ like ƞbright new 
toys.Ɵ Sentence 2 establishes that the PlayersƜ automobiles ƞdidnƜt look right 
either,Ɵ that they appeared ƞunnecessarily wide and gleaming in the colors of 
candy and ice cream,Ɵ that they seemed ƞto wince at each splatter of mud,Ɵ and 
that they ƞcrawled apologetically down the broken roads.Ɵ Choice A is incorrect 
because the PlayersƜ homes and automobiles are neither old nor neglected; 
in fact, the passage indicates that the homes and automobiles are modern in 
relation to the ƞlandscapeƟ and ƞroadsƟ (sentences 1ƙ2) and that the automobiles 
are ƞgleamingƟ (sentence 2). Choice C is incorrect because the PlayersƜ homes 
and automobiles are not small; for one thing, the automobiles are ƞunnecessarily 
wideƟ (sentence 2). Choice D is incorrect because there is no evidence in the 
passage that the PlayersƜ homes and automobiles are unappreciated. 
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5.  Choice B is the best answer. The Ǭrst two paragraphs of Passage 1 describe 
what might seem like extremely harsh restrictions on wireless transmissions: 
ƞno electronic transmitters at all,Ɵ ƞyouƜre not even allowed to cozy up to an 
electric blanket,Ɵ ƞa police oǯcer roves the streets listening for forbidden 
wireless signals.Ɵ The last paragraph of Passage 1 serves mainly to oǪer 
justiǬcation: the restrictions are ƞnecessaryƟ because ƞthe town is home to 
the Green Bank Telescope,Ɵ and ƞa rogue radio signal could prevent potential 
discoveries.Ɵ Choice A is incorrect because the last paragraph of Passage 1 
does not take a critical tone toward the electronics restrictions in Green Bank, 



 

  

  

  

 

  
 

  
 

  

9.  Choice C is the best answer. The narrator uses all of the listed words and 
phrases to convey the irregularity of downtown Manhattan: its streets are 
ƞcrazy,Ɵ and the land has ƞa certain curve to it at the bottom of the island, 
like a dinosaur head, bumpy on the right and straight on the left, a swooping 
majestic bottom.Ɵ Choices A and B are incorrect because the listed words and 
phrases are about downtown Manhattan, not about the narratorƜs approach 
to mapmaking or attitude toward drawing. Choice D is incorrect because the 
passage does not describe how a landscape can change; everything presented 
in the passage occurs over a relatively short period of time. 

10.  Choice D is the best answer. The passage begins by listing some of the 
advantages Wharton enjoyed: being born into ƞone of the leading families 
of New York,Ɵ maintaining ƞmultiple establishments,Ɵ traveling ƞin the 
highest style, with a host of servants,Ɵ having ƞseveral inheritances,Ɵ being 
the author of ƞbest-selling Ǭction,Ɵ and earning $130,000 in a Depression 
year. The passage concludes with a list of disadvantages Wharton labored 
under: women in her ƞsocial setƟ were expected to be ƞornamental, well-
sheltered, intellectually idle agents of their interwoven clans,Ɵ and Wharton 
was ƞawkward,Ɵ ƞteasedƟ by her older brothers, and ƞout of sympathy with her 
intensely conventional mother.Ɵ Choice A is incorrect because the passage does 
not follow a chronological structure. Choice B is incorrect because the passage 
conveys only one theme of WhartonƜs work (ƞmother-daughter disharmonyƟ). 
Choice C is incorrect because the passage focuses on Wharton exclusively. 

11.  Choice D is the best answer. The author notes that the new dinosaur 
ƞshould have been a meat eaterƟ given that it had ƞan ancestry that links it to 
Tyrannosaurus rex,Ɵ which, the author implies, was itself a meat eater. Like the 
T. rex, C. diegosuarezi had ƞsturdy back legs,Ɵ a ƞthin body,Ɵ and ƞshort, stout 
armsƟ that ƞmade it look a bit like T. rex.Ɵ C. diegosaurezi, however, had other 



 

  

 

  

 

   

  

  

13.  Choice C is the best answer. The examples in the passage describe in various 
ways how ƞtechnology has scrambled the lines between public and private.Ɵ 
In choice C, what might otherwise have been a private thought has been made 
public through technology. Choice A is incorrect because the example does 
not clearly involve technology. Choice B is incorrect because the example does 
not clearly involve technology blurring the lines between public and private. 
Choice D is incorrect because the example does not clearly involve technology 
or the blurring of the lines between public and private. 

14.  Choice A is the best answer. The main focus of the passage is on the variety of 
the responsibilities of a construction manager, who must ƞlearn a construction 
project from the planning stage . . . to the budgeting stage . . . 
to the production stageƟ and must ƞobtain work permits, hire contractors, 
troubleshoot emergencies, schedule walkthroughs and keep clients informed on 
work timetables and progress.Ɵ Choices B and D are incorrect because there is 
no information in the passage about the educational background required of a 
construction manager or about the amount of stress the construction manager 
career inǮicts. Choice C is incorrect because there is no information in the 
passage about the kind of person for whom a construction manager career 
would be suitable beyond the broad claim that it is ƞideal for someone who has 
a general interest in building a design.Ɵ 

15.  Choice A is the best answer. The author asserts that The Pickwick Papers ƞtruly 
popularizedƟ the form of the serialized novel, noting that the Ǭrst installment 
had a print order of 1,000 copies and that circulation had climbed to 40,000 
ƞby the time the Ǭnal entry was published.Ɵ Choice B is incorrect because the 
passage indicates that unresolved plots and elliptical section breaks were 
merely features of serialized novels, ones that helped promote serializationƜs 
success but were not themselves evidence of the success of serialization. 
Choices C and D are incorrect because the passage cites the decrease in cost of 
book production and the development of new mediums, such as radio, as causes 
of the decline of serialization (ƞslowly shriveled awayƟ). 

16.  Choice B is the best answer. Harlem is identiǬed in the passage as a 
ƞneighborhoodƟ and ƞin the heart of Manhattan,Ɵ not an actual city, indicating 
that AndersonƜs use of ƞcityƟ is nonliteral. The passage most strongly suggests 
that Harlem is a ƞcityƟ in the sense that it was a place that ƞblacks were making 
their own.Ɵ Choices A, C, and D are incorrect because there is no evidence in 
the passage that Anderson intended to introduce irony into his writing, was 
citing another author, or quoting dialogue. 

17.  Choice D is the best answer. The author contends that patronage of science 
ƞgenerally extracts a priceƟ and that ƞin the case of science today . . . that 
pressure comes less as a consequence of political correctness than of economic 
forces that have shifted academic and scientiǬc institutions to a corporate 
model not designed to prioritize public interestsƟ and hence potentially hostile 
to the common good. The author concludes that ƞit is money far more than 
ideology that rules the dayƟ in contemporary science. Choice A is incorrect 
because the author depicts the academic institutions with which scientists 
are aǯliated as subject to larger ƞeconomic forcesƟ that have shifted these 
institutions to ƞa corporate model.Ɵ Choice B is incorrect because there is 
no evidence in the passage that the author considers the overabundance of 
information available to scientists in the Internet age as the chief impairment 
of scientiǬc research today or even that she sees information as overabundant. 
Choice C is incorrect because the idea that pressure on scientists to make their 
outcomes socially acceptable (ƞpolitical correctness,Ɵ ƞideologyƟ) is the chief 
impairment of scientiǬc research today is attributed to Alice Dreger, not to the 
author herself, who argues a diǪerent position ƞdespite DregerƜs argument.Ɵ 
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18.  Choice B is the best answer. The passage focuses mainly on presenting the 
critique of the Internet oǪered by Sherry Turkle, who ƞhas become increasingly 
wary of the capacity of online spaces to fulǬll us in the ways we seem to want 
them toƟ and feels that the Internet encourages ƞa seductive but dangerous 
habit of mind.Ɵ Choice A is incorrect because only Sherry TurkleƜs assessment 
is presented in the passage. Choice C is incorrect because the passage does not 
propose a remedy; it only presents TurkleƜs assessment of a problem. Choice D 
is incorrect because while the passage does present some details that might be 
considered background (e.g., that Turkle works at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology), the passage focuses mainly on TurkleƜs critique of the InternetƜs 
ability to support self-invention. 

19.  Choice C is the best answer. ƞWorthy ofƟ means deserving respect or praise, 
which is consistent with the idea in the sentence that the Ǭlm committee began 
looking for new candidates for the award when the original nominees proved 
unsatisfactory. Choices A, B, and D are incorrect because it makes no sense in 
context to describe unsatisfactory nominees for an award as being ƞknown forƟ 
or ƞpleased withƟ the award (since none of them has received it) or ƞinterested 
inƟ the award (since the nomineesƜ interest is irrelevant to their qualiǬcations). 

20.  Choice D is the best answer. One deǬnition of ƞbenignƟ is ƞhaving no 
signiǬcant eǪect: harmless,Ɵ which is consistent with how ƞbenignƟ is used 
in the sentence to refer to a technology that operates ƞwith essentially no 
emissions.Ɵ Choices A, B, and C are incorrect because it makes no sense in 
context to refer to a technology that operates ƞwith essentially no emissionsƟ 


	NEXT-GENERATION  Reading
	The College Board
	ACCUPLACER Reading Sample Questions
	Sample Questions 
	Passage 1 
	Passage 2 

	Answer Key
	Rationales 




